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Superintendent Minister:
Rev Jo Brown
Dove Cottage
Moor Road
Leyburn
Phone: 01969 623818
Mobile: 07552121640
Jo.brown@methodist.org.uk

Monday, 16th March, 2026

Dear Circuit Meeting,

I thought an update on the situation with the tenant in the Colburn manse would be appreciated.

Today was the deadline for the litigation to be in the court process. We give thanks to God that many prayers have been answered in the last two weeks.

We received connexional consent near the beginning of the month, which Sintons, our solicitors, submitted on the 4th March. We also heard that the tenant had been offered a council property, which, we were told she had accepted, not far from the manse.

We had confirmation on the 11th March that the tenant had vacated the property, leaving it clean and tidy and the keys had been handed back to the agents for us to collect. At this point we asked Sintons to cancel the court proceedings.

She has been a good tenant, and I, like others, are relieved she has been able to find somewhere suitable for her and her family, not far from where they were living. 

Also, I am relieved that we are now able to get the manse on the market to be able to provide funds to do the necessary work on the Richmond manse. Julie Greenslade and myself met with Grid + Grain at the manse last week to talk through the works needed, so this is also now in process and will aim to get the property ready for the beginning of August for Rev Helen and her husband to move in.

Thank you all for your prayers, and assistance in dealing with the legalities that we needed to have in place. Thankfully we haven’t needed to proceed, which is a comforting outcome for us all.


Yours sincerely,
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